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Argüelles outlines the political developments in Britain, implying the precarious situation of 
Spain and presenting the need for complete reform of the politically undefined relations between 
the Spanish metropole and the colonies. The supposition is that if this relation, primary to the 
ability of Spain to imagine itself at all, could be clarified, then what it would mean to be a 
Spaniard would take on clearer contours and lose the monstrous multiplicity it had acquired as it 
struggled to define itself. [14] Argüelles constructs the slave-trade, slavery and torture as a means 





refined and advanced sensibilities of England, where the institutions of slavery and the slave-
trade are well on the way to becoming a thing of the past. Argüelles uses the language of negation 
and desire to accept and reject specific patterns of nation formation. According to his discourse, 
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